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Geotex DIY Guide to Arena Construction

Introduction

Building your own all weather riding arena/gallop need not be as daunting as it may appear, provided that it is planresteshd
properly.

You may contact us for further advice and information, but if you feel the project is beyond yohilitaplaase contact a specialis
contractor.

Getting it right at the beginning will save on costly corrections later!

Before commencing there are a few issues to address:

i Planning permission-invariably you will need this, so check it out earlyimr planning stage

1 Equipment hire-if you do not have access to plant and machinery you will need to hire them, so g
estimates.

1 Information -gather as much information about membranes, surfaces etc psessible, together with

samples. Ask questions ofuppliers, look at other arenas, and try ridingpidssible on different types of
surface, to see which suits your needs best.

1 Situation -look carefully when choosing your site. For example, if it is at the bottom of a slope yoneeoiird
construct a aut off drain to intercept and divert excess surface water away from the arena (see diagrarthjere a
ditch or stream into which you could run your drains? If not you may need to excavate a sodkaivaplessyou are on
good freedraining ground.

1 Screening-consideration should be given to screening of the site;

a) by using existing hedges,
or
b) raising the kick boards,
as some surfaces, such as silica sand, canvaad blown.

A good arena is an investment adding value to your pperty so it's worth installing the best you can afford.

Guide to Construction

1 Once you have chosen your sjegout the area, usually 20 x 40 metres, and proceed with excavation. This would normg
involvediggingdown approx 30cm (12") vif a fall to assist drainage, and thexxcavaingthe herringbone or similar drainage

system 6ee plar).

The drains should be at approximately 5m centres, with the trench 30cm (12") wide x 45cm (18") deep, constructed to give
At this stage it is reommended to either line the trenches withembrane before installing the preferred type of drains, or cow
the areawith a Ged ex base membrane, overlapping the joint8By5 cm (12"-18" -here no stitching is required) to stabilise
the subbase and pevent the hardcore drainage layer being lost into thasoil.
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2 Ontop of the Gebex base membrane add 15cm (6") of cleangular stone of bout 50 -100mm in size, and then roll or
vibrate to compact.

3 Cover this area with Gaex separator membrane, usually a ranven needle punched material, which will form an essen
barrier between the hardcore layer and the riding surface t@pent costly intermixing (see membrane page), leaving sufficien
the sides to curl up the posts etc. THIBUSTbe secured on the overlaps by sticking, stitching or heat sealing etc., and fastene
the kickboards/fence posts by trapping the membrane taeeen timberbattens (sedfigs 2 & 3) to prevent sideways migration.
Alternatively, if constructing on top of the ground, remove grass, weeds and tree stumps etc, build up the perimeterokéttoblc
sleepers, and proceed as described previously fge2 & 3).

4 Now you can install your riding surface. Start tipping at the gate and push the surface in front of you until all the area i
coveredavoid driving on the membrane as much as possible. Once couexedlioff the surface, lightly roll,challow to settle.
Regulamaintenance will be required from now on i.e. removal of droppings, rake and harrow the surface to avoid rutting, a
maintain the recommended depth of surface or damage to the separator membrane may occur. Also, it is adizasalolge jumps
around so as to avoid using the same place continuously.

PLEASE NOTE

Storage andInstallation of Membranes
1 UVlight (solar radiation)-Membranesshould be kept in their protective wrapping until ready for use. After laying the
should be covered as soars possible to avoid UV damage.

1 Remove all sharp/protruding objects prior to laying.
T When joining rolls end to end, overlap and stitch together.
1

Roll out the membrane to follow the contours of the land, keeping asspossilte, but not stretched to span over
hollows; these should be filléidt.

These notes are offered in good faith and since the conditions of use afiy materials offered are beyond our control they
are sold without guarantee. Purchasers accept responsibility that the products and conditions are satisfactory for their
intended use. (This does not affect your statutory rights.)
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